
Summer 2022      3

CONTENTS

Notes for a Magazine ............................................................. 8
Notes for a Special Issue ....................................................... 10

Turtle Disco ......................................................................... 12
Contemplating Hilma af Klint’s Tree of Knowledge

Then the Diva ...................................................................... 15
The Diver ............................................................................ 16

Ten Signs and Symptoms of IBS: ......................................... 18

Porous boundaries ............................................................... 22

Untitle (Two Pears) .............................................................. 29



4  Sinister Wisdom 125 - 

Dear White Disabled Presenter Leading the One Workshop on 

a theory of strength ............................................................ 52

i. A segment on the body: Framing questions ...................... 57
ii. A segment on the body: Pointed questions ...................... 58
iv. A segment on the body: THE BODY DEMANDS AN 
 AUDIENCE .................................................................. 59

Breathe ............................................................................... 65

Social Skills: A TransDyke Autie-Biography ......................... 66

Gill Club ............................................................................... 75
Petra the Great Temple ....................................................... 76
Perigee ................................................................................ 77
North Sea ............................................................................ 78

New Lesbian Writing

TO GLORY .......................................................................... 80

Old women ......................................................................... 86
Medusa ............................................................................... 87

Would You Like Some Wine with Your Epiphany? ................. 89



Summer 2022      5

The Galaxy is a Lesbian Dance Night ................................... 96

Love song for Rachel ........................................................... 98

We Could Live Here ........................................................... 101

Emma Lazarus’s Outing ..................................................... 108
Love Songs to My Ancestors: Great Great Grandma Koss .. 109

My Legs Were Covered with a Cothurnus of Luminous Blue 
 Cardboard, Which Reached up to My Hips So That I 

Hippie Priest Very Anxious about the Violence, the Abductions, 
 the Social Situation .................................................... 115

Vanilla ............................................................................... 117

ALL LIVES [NEVER] MATTER[ED] ..................................... 120

Faith Ringgold on the Female Gaze ................................... 128

Unapologetic .................................................................... 129



6  Sinister Wisdom 125 - 

Cruising Paradise ............................................................... 151

Paradise ............................................................................ 157

Driving Red Riding Hood ................................................... 158

Sunday Evening ................................................................ 160

From Saint to Sinner .......................................................... 177

The plant knows ................................................................ 185

Elegy for Eve’s Hangout (1925) .......................................... 187

How to come out as a lesbian to your parents ................... 189
Things overheard in the workshop the day god created 
 lesbians ..................................................................... 191



Summer 2022      7

Poem upon Returning ........................................................ 201

Chestnut ........................................................................... 206

Barren ............................................................................... 207
Passing ............................................................................. 209
January .............................................................................. 211

The Photograph ................................................................ 217

Book Reviews .................................................................... 227


